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PETERSFIELD 
AN ANCIENT MARKET TOWN SET IN THE GLORIOUS 
SOUTH DOWNS

Petersfield was named after the Norman church 
of St Peter’s which can still be found in the town’s 
traditional market square. This square is still home 
to a regular market and community events, and is 
the heart of this bustling town.  Artists and writers 
such as Flora Twort and Edward Thomas have 
found inspiration in the town and surrounding 
countryside. 

Petersfield Heath, a 69 acre expanse of grass, 
heathland and pond, is a short walk from the  
High Street. Tiny flint implements, dated between 
5000 to 2000 BC, have been found on the Heath 
as well as over twenty Bronze Age burial mounds 
from around 1500BC. It also has a children’s play 
park and a food and drink kiosk set next to the lake.

Petersfield is at the tail-end of the Serpent Trail, a 64 mile 
walk to Haslemere which leads you through the stunning 
and rare South Downs heaths. From the Station you 
can walk or cycle the short distance to Queen Elizabeth 
Country Park. With breathtaking views from Butser Hill, 
down to the Visitor Centre with its shop and café and 
numerous trails, the Country Park makes for a great 
family day out. 
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Welcome to the Surrey Hills. There’s lots to discover in this nationally protected landscape, why not walk part of the North Downs Way National Trail, 
visit traditional villages and vibrant market towns, do a cycle route or sample great local produce - there’s something for everyone.        

The beautiful and mysterious Silent Pool is not to be 
missed. A popular place to visit with an eerie stillness 
looking out over the still water surrounded by the 
evergreen box trees. 

Next door to the pool you’ll discover the Silent Pool 
Distillery which specialises in bespoke, hand crafted 
gin and vodka and offers tastings and tours. There’s 
also the Albury Organic Vineyard which produces high 
quality English wines, tours of the vineyard and tastings 
are available. Visit their website for full details.

Visit http://www.surreyhills.org/surrey-hills-60/silent-
pool/ for further details on Silent Pool.

Discover Silent Pool

Newlands Corner commands some of the 
best views over the Surrey Hills and is a 
great place to start a walk with plenty of 
woodlands to explore. The crime writer 
Agatha Christie staged her disappearance 
from Newlands Corner in 1926.  She was 
found days later in Harrogate! 

Visit http://www.surreyhills.org/discover/
newlands-corner/ for a variety of walking 
routes.

Visit Newlands Corner

The Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

The North Downs Way is a National Trail passing 
through 153 miles of countryside between 
Farnham via the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) and Kent Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) to Dover on 
the Kent coast.

The North Downs Way is one of the most 
accessible National Trails on the rail network with 
over 40 stations dotted along the route. 

Visit www.nationaltrail.co.uk/north-downs-way 
for details

Explore the North Downs Way National Trail

How to get to the trail: (1 mile)
From the station take the south side footpath from Platform 2 between 
the houses to the A25 Dorking Road. Turn left along the road and after 
¼ mile take the trackway left up Beggars Lane and under the railway 
to Hackhurst Downs where you pick up the trail. Turn right towards 
Denbies, Box Hill and Dorking or left towards Guildford and Farnham. 
The trail is well marked, so you can walk with confidence guided by 
the ‘acorn’ waymarkers along short or longer sections linking the trail to 
towns, villages and places of interest.

Step off the train at Gomshall and do 
this 4km heritage trail which takes in 
the scenic village. Explore the historic 
houses, milling sites and tannery 
buildings within the village as you 
walk along the Tillingbourne river, 
before absorbing the beautiful open 
countryside and wooded paths as you 
walk into the hills.

Visit http://www.surreyhills.org/
discover-route/gomshall-trail/ for a 
route description.

Explore the villages of Gomshall and Shere

Not far from Gomshall is the village of Shere.

This quintessential English village offers visitors charming buildings, a 
stream with ducks, a small museum, a tearoom, two pubs, The White 
Horse and The William Bray, as well as a 12th Century church.

Gomshall_A1_Poster.indd   1 12/07/2018   15:25

Surrey Hills: Gomshall Village

Wayfinding
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